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Our free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite their other fine qualities, a large proportion of the daily press and radio 
caters to the most materialistic and sensational in popular tastes, and, along with the leading news weeklies, yields to the economic, political and military pressures that play upon narrow 
provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, therefore, are not adequate for the Christian mind which would maintain its dedication to truth. For its more discerning public, 
Between The Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, providing the layman with greater insight 
into the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards brotherhood in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 


A group of busy men in Gary, 
Ind., have been practicing brother- 
hood and encouraging others to do 
so during the past 25 years through 
the Anselm Forum which was 
started in the depression by nine 
young men who used to get to- 
gether over coffee on Sunday af- 
ternoons to talk about the things 
that concerned them most in their 
town. The name and purpose of 
the group was inspired by a 
champion of brotherhood who, back 
in the 11th century, urged men to 
forget hatred and work for peace 
— St. Anselm, an Italian who be- 
came Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Today, working together in An- 
selm Forum on things all men of 
good will believe in, are Christian 
and Jew, Mohammedan and Hindu, 
Confucianist and agnostic. For the 
125 active members represent 45 
ethnic groups from the great steel 
community of Gary and many oc- 
cupations — doctors and _ teachers, 
newspapermen and _steelworkers, 
legislators and businessmen. 

They give many leisure hours to 
difficult and time-consuming tasks 
because they believe in doing this 
kind of community work personal- 
ly rather than just writing a check 
for a contribution. Hence, there is 
no paid staff — all work is done by 
volunteers. During these 25 years 
over 1000 Anselm men have ap- 
peared before over 200 audiences 
in 30 cities of Indiana and Illinois, 
leading discussions of current com- 
munity concern, ranging from slum 
clearance to world government and 
the atomic age. They have distrib- 
uted over a million pamphlets on 
225 different subjects; presented a 
dozen films on human relations to 
audiences totaling 225,000 persons; 
played 80 dramatic and musical 
records and tape recordings to a 
total of 35,000 students. Anselm 
Forum also established the James 
H. Garnett Memorial Library at the 
Indiana University Gary Center. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE AMERICAN ECONOMY MOVES INTO A CRITICAL ERA 

during the coming weeks, caught between the hither and nither 
stones of inflation and a threating business slump. A business lag has 
weighted down our booming prosperity since last winter and spring. 
Leading business forecasters said then that the lag, which would naturally 
persist through the summer, should ease with the coming of autumn. In 
the meantime, the cost of living has continued to mount. 

THE EARLY SIGNS OF A BUSINESS PICK-UP, which should 
have been in evidence now, are not in sight. The auto dealers are com- 
plaining of the biggest backlog of unsold cars in postwar history as auto 
manufacturers start pouring out millions of new ’58 models, while talking 
up a “big auto year” for ’58. Will the cars sell or produce a gigantic 
car glut? We’ll soon know. 

HOME BUILDING AND REAL ESTATE SALES have been 
in the doldrums ever since the tightening of credits by Federal banking 
authorities and show no signs of an upswing. Meanwhile, the steady 
growth of inflation has priced new housing out of the reach of 85 per 
cent of the families living in our cities. This startling fact was brought 
out in the findings of the National Housing Conference, a non-profit re- 
search organization, (1025 Connecticut Ave. N. W., Washington, D. C.). 
In a survey of 11 cities it was found that a house costing $11,450 re- 
quired a monthly expense of $119 for amortization, taxes, insurance, 
maintenance, utilities and heat. All social research groups agree that a 
family cannot afford to devote more than one-fifth of its income to 
housing costs. That means that to afford minimum new housing, the 
average family must earn $7,156 — and only 15 per cent of our popula- 
tion earns that much. 

ANOTHER BUSINESS BAROMETER, household equipment, is 
moving only under the forced draught of special cut-rate sales, hence the 
manufacturers are pacing production downward, some solving their 
factory problems — especially in the electrical equipment industry — by 
getting subcontracts for guided missile parts. (The guided missile is now 
one of the biggest industrial factors on the horizon, although little is 
said about it since all total expenditures, quantities produced, etc., are 
military secrets.) 

LITTLE BUSINESS EVERYWHERE and the _ unorganized 
worker, or the union worker employed by small businesses, and the 
small farmer — all feel the pinch. Those making money are having un- 
usual luck or are often working longer hours than they should. And 
millions of wives are working whose families need them at home. Farm 
incomes have risen 4 per cent in the past 18 months, according to Dept. 
of Agriculture figures, after a 22 per cent drop since 1946. But farmer's 
costs have gone up more than enough to eat up the 4 per cent gain. 

THE ONLY REAL PROSPERITY is in the big business radius 
where war contracts center — in oil, chemical and steel, and in the pro- 
duction of shoes and textiles for uniforms, ships, planes, missiles. And 
this entire expenditure, much of it channeled outside the $35 billion mili- 
tary budget, easily totals $50 billion or more a year. 

OUR ECONOMIC GROWTH — measured in goods produced 
and consumed — over postwar years has averaged about 412 per cent 
annually; since 1955 it has dropped to about 2 per cent and is now 


less than that, probably much less. The production of plant machinery 
(continued on NEXT page 


The Myth of Defense 


A dramatic move toward total 
disarmament in Britain has been 
inaugurated by a group of distin- 
guished English figures who com- 
mand respect in all levels of British 
society. A standing Joint Peace 
Committee, composed of such well- 
known names as Lord Boyd Orr, 
Kathleen Lonsdale, (noted physicist), 
Sir Herbert Read, Dr. Daniel Soper 
(prominent clergyman) and others. 
has emphasized that an atomic de- 
fense of the British Isles in a nu- 
clear war cannot be contemplated 
without the assumption of total or 
near total destruction of British 
civilization. That being so, why call 
it defense? Might there not be more 
security, they ask, in total disarma- 
ment? 

The Joint Peace Committee, ac- 
cording to World Around Press, 
has proposed: (1) the immediate 
cessation of the manufacture of nu- 
clear weapons and the end of all 
tests; (2) the dismantling of atomic 
stock piles and the transfer of 
the materials to peaceful uses; 
(3) the abandonment of con- 
scription and the end of re- 
cruitment for the armed services; 
(4) the disbandment of the secret 
service and recall of all its agents; 
(5) the closing down of the De- 
fense, War and Air Ministries and 
the Admiralty and the turning of 
all these resources and manpower 
to a great program of self-improve- 
ment within Britain and to foreign 
aid among all those peoples who 
will cooperate with Britain on a 
new peace program that bars atomic 
war preparations. 

By striking coincidence, the pro- 
posals of the Joint Peace Committee 
followed closely on the proposal by 
the noted editor, Commander Sir 
Stephen King-Hall, former member 
of the Admiralty Navy Staff, that 
the British Government appoint a 
royal commission to study the tech- 
niques of passive resistance and 


ascertain how such tactics might be 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





The Myth of Defense 


(continued) 
employed to enhance Britain’s se- 
curity. King-Hall also highlighted 
the strong possibility that England 
would not survive the full scale 
atomic attack which would most 
certainly strike the nation, as a 
heavily armed ally of a belligerent 
power, in a general war. But if 
Britain renounced violence and dis- 
armed, then the nation would not 
be a threat to any other power, and 
would probably be left alone. Or if 
England were invaded, the Govern- 
ment should be prepared to launch 
a program of non-violent passive 
resistance which would make Brit- 
ian a liability rather than an asset 
to the conqueror. King-Hall urged 
that official studies be made of 
Gandhi’s methods which won India 
her independence, also of the pas- 
sive resistance techniques of the 
Russian people which wrecked the 
Nazi conquest and, earlier, ended 
Napoleon’s otherwise successful 
conquest of Russia. Studies are also 
being made of all non-violent, pas- 
sive resistance movements by which 
populations have survived eras of 
war far better than the belligerents. 


The thesis behind the King-Hall 
proposals is that if England is a 
threat to others, England will be 
destroyed in the first wave of atom- 
ic war. But if England is no threat 
to any nation and is prepared to 
defend herself by passive resist- 
ance, England’s security will be 
much greater than as an armed 
ally. “Something dramatic and eas- 
ily understood by mankind needs 
to be done to break the deadlock 
and arrest the drift towards disas- 
ter which now prevails in the civil- 
ized West,” concludes Sir Stephen 
King-Hall. These are small begin- 
nings of a movement which will in- 
evitably grow in civilized communi- 
ties throughout the world. There is 
similar sentiment among the re- 
bellious youth of Russia as pre- 
viously reported in this Newsletter. 


UNDER THE SHADOW: When 
the first atom bomb fell on Hiro- 
shima, 350 children were annihilated 
out of 900 attending a Christian 
Evangelical school. The buildings 
were pulverized, a scene of untold 
horror replaced what minutes before 
had been well-ordered classrooms in 
which Western teachers were trying 
to explain and exemplify the Chris- 
tian gospel of brotherly love. By 
some miracle, only three months 
later in four patched-up rooms, 
more than 100 children had gone 
back to learning, and within a year 
a new school was being built on the 
old site. It took courage to begin 
again. Many other buildings have 
now been added and the Evangeli- 
cal school looks with pride upon its 
student body of more than 3,500 
pupils. Are they to be betrayed 
again by “Christians” of the West? 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 

— to produce goods — has increased eight times as fast as the consump- 
tion of goods in the past two years, according to Leon Keyserling, noted 
business analyst. (See the Keyserling report in the Progressive for July.) 
That shows in a nutshell where the tension is building up. Our capacity 
to produce and the number of people needing employment is still grow- 
ing while consumption increasingly lags behind. Many analysts and 
commentators complain of this “mystery” in our economy — continued 
high profits and prosperity while the consumpton of goods shrinks, which 
should add up to a depression. 

THERE IS NO MYSTERY. The consumption of goods has gone 
down because the weightiest flow of spending is being funneled through 
only part of our population — roughly, investors, management and em- 
ployees associated with the large corporations and particularly businesses 
allied with Government military spending. The remaining population 
see the inflation steadily decreasing their capacity to buy. 

WHY IS THERE NOT MORE NOISE ABOUT THIS? Because 
the newspaper industry shares this artificial prosperity and thus does not 
accurately reflect the situation to the reading public. Most newspapers 
now exercise a complete monopoly in their areas, have boosted advertis- 
ing rates up to the limit, and, without effort, profit by the millions from 
nationwide big business advertising. Thus wealthy publishers see every- 
thing through rosy glasses and keep this false picture before millions of 
families who must eat macaroni instead of meat several times a week. 
And the pressure of big business advertising keeps the radio and TV in 
line. No one on the air dares say much about the millions who feel the 
teeth of economic need. 


HE TREND TOWARDS MONOPOLY GROWS and nothing is 

done about it. A Senate committee on monopolies, headed by 
Sen. Kefauver, reports that the 200 largest manufacturing corporations 
increased their share of the nation’s production from 30 to 37 per cent 
in the past seven years, while the top 100 manufacturers increased pro- 
duction from 23 to 30 per cent, and the 50 leading manufacturers in- 
creased their share of production from 17 to 23 per cent. At this rate, 
in another generation, only 200 leading manufacturing companies -will 
be controlling the production of nearly three-fourths of our goods pro- 
duction. Many of these companies now have interlocking directorates. 


MONOPOLY IS HITTING THE PUBLIC in many unseen ways. 
For instance, the grain and feed corporations and giant grocery chains 
have just about taken over the poultry business, affecting all poultry 
farms and everyone who buys eggs and chickens. (Thorough studies of 
the poultry monopoly have been published by Farm Research, Inc., 39 
Cortland St., New York 7, N. Y.) It is hard to sell broilers or eggs today 
unless certain production standards are met which require highly mech- 
anized production systems. Only the well-to-do large-scale poultry farmer 
can afford such an investment. At this point, the huge grocery chains joined 
forces with the big feed companies to harness the poultry raisers and 
gain absolute control of prices and production. The small poultry raiser 
can only finance himself by getting a contract for his produce with the 
packers who either serve the giant chains or are subsidiaries. With this 
contract, he can get credit for equipment and feed. But from then on he 
can only sell to those with whom he has contracted at the prices they set 
for his produce. He can only buy feed where he has established credit. 
There is no free enterprise left in this procedure. 


SINCE THIS SYSTEM HAS TAKEN OVER, the price of feed 
has remained fixed at highest levels, and the price paid to the raiser for 
eggs and broilers has steadily declined. Dept. of Agriculture figures re- 
veal that 10 years ago, before this monopoly system was established, the 
raiser got 36¢ a Ib. for broilers, 47¢ a dozen for eggs. By 1953, broilers 
were 27.1¢ and eggs 33.6¢. Today broilers bring only 19.8¢ and eggs 
30.6¢. While prices are down somewhat for the customer, the chain 
grocers have steadily upped their own profit margins. (The Moody In- 
dustrial Manual for 1956 shows that Safeway profits have risen from 
$7.6 millions in 1952 to $14.4 millions in 1955; A. & P., from $27.2 
millions in °52 to $32.2 millions in 1955. Other chains, about the same. 
It should be added that 1952-3 were low years after the Korean war 
boom of ’50-’"51.) Nationwide protests by poultry farmers have started 
an investigation in Congress — leading to a study of the feasibility of 
Federal controls, which will bring the cry of “socialism.” But who is 
bringing on Federal controls or “socialism”? 

THE PRICE OF MONOPOLY AND BIGNESS, which the pub- 
lic pays, is being ignored in all quarters except among that brave group 
of economists and congressmen whose voices are by-passed or squelched. 
The Senate Anti-Monopoly Committee called in some of the nation’s lead- 

(continued on NEXT page) 





Church OR State? 

The Roman Catholic Church 
has long upheld its prior right to 
demand that a Protestant, who 
marries a Catholic, must agree to 
a Catholic wedding ceremony, sur- 
render all religious rights in the 
home and promise that the chil- 
dren shall be raised and educated 
as Catholics. Controversies on 
this issue often arise. but few 
have been willing to put them to 
a legal test. Recently. however. 
two court decisions have placed 
the onus of unconstitutionality on 
the dogmatic demands by the Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy in connec- 
tion with “mixed” marriages — 
restrictions that are severely main- 
tained in all Catholic countries. 

One well-known court test con- 
cerned a child born to an unwed 
Catholic mother in Massachusetts 
and adopted as an infant by a 
Jewish couple. Later, after the 
mother had married and started a 
new family, she tried to reclaim 
the child— not to live with her 
in her own home, but to be placed 
with a Catholic institution to re- 
ceive a Catholic education or pos- 
sibly be re-adopted into a Catholic 
home. The foster parents fled to 
Florida, hoping to retain posses- 
sion of their adopted daughter; 
the courts of Florida refused to 
turn the child over to a Catholic 
institution on the grounds that the 
mother’s claims were insufficient 
to justify voiding the legal adoption. 

This case received nationwide 
publicity, but another court test, 
involving Catholic pre-marital agree- 
ments, was even more significant, 
though it was generally suppressed 
in the newspapers. In this instance 
Superior Court Judge Charles H. 
House, in predominantly Catholic 
Connecticut, ruled that the pre- 
marital agreements (in which a 
non-Catholic acceeds to Catholic 
Church demands before being 
permitted to marry) have no legal 
standing in that state. 

In this particular case, the Metho- 
dist bride of E. J. McLaughlin 
made the usual concessions to Mr. 
McLaughlin’s priest. After three 
children were born, the couple 
separated and the wife asked for 
a divorce. The husband initiated 
proceedings before the Superior 
Court, claiming that, since the child- 
ren were to be reared as Roman 
Catholics, they must be given to 
his custody although he did not 
question the fitness of their mother 
to care for them. The judge 
awarded custody of the children 
to the mother and ruled that 
she could not be legally held to 
her pre-marital pact with the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 

In innumerable edicts and state- 
ments of record, the hierarchy re- 
gards the right of the Catholic 


Church to dictate religion in the 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Church OR State? 


(continued) 

home as superseding all civil law. 
Will the church press this issue 
and permit it to be carried to the 
higher courts? Liberal Catholic lay- 
men believe not, suggesting that the 
church will, instead, seek to elect 
those who will re-interpret the law. 

The prime question that is bound 
to arise with increasing fervor in 
the future will be, “Do Catholic 
candidates running for office in the 
U. S. as judges, congressmen or 
even as President— accept the 
church’s position that church dog- 
ma should have precedence over 
all civil law?” In all Catholic coun- 
tries, the church is relentless in 
this demand. In the U. S., this 
question will gather increasing mo- 
mentum during coming months. For 
one of the most likely candidates 
for the Democratic nomination for 
President in the next election is a 
New England Catholic. 


CORRECTION: In our reports 
on cigarettes and cancer in our July 
and August issues we inadvertently 
understated the percentages of can- 
cer death rates among cigarette 
smokers. The actual increased lung 
cancer death rates are: 1500 per 
cent increase for 12-pack-a-day 
cigarette smokers; 4300 per cent 
increase for 1-pack-a-day cigarette 
smokers; 6400 per cent increase 
for 2-pack-a-day cigarette smokers. 
Most publications make the picture 
sound less ominous by phrasing the 
rates as 15, 43 and 64 “times” the 
rates for non-smokers, instead of 
printing the actual percentages. 


The Editor’s Calendar 


Frequently, invitations for the 
editor of Between The Lines to 
speak before conventions and 
other regional gatherings are re- 
ceived too late to be worked into 
his calendar. However, if those 
who want to book Charles A. 
Wells for conventions, etc., will 
write well in advance of the 
date, we can often fit the pro- 
grams into his itinerary. During 
the current season he is appear- 
ing before the Ohio Yearly 
Meeting of the Society of Friends 
(Quakers), and also before the 
two Indiana Yearly Meetings, the 
Wisconsin Methodist Pastors 
School, the New York State 
Baptist Convention, the Midwest 








vention and similar gatherings. 
In addition during the fall he 
will be holding his regular 3 to 6 
day Conferences on Christ and 
World Need in Billings and 
Great Falls, Montana, and Boze- 
man, Mont., (Univ. of Montana), 
Clearfield, Penn., Madison, Wisc., 
(Univ. of Wisconsin), Nobles- 
ville, Ind., and elsewhere. Ap- 
pointments are now being book- 
ed for the spring and fall of ’58. 





Church of the Brethren Con- |. 








SHOULDN’T WE STOP FISHIN’ AND START ROWIN’? 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 

ing economists who expressed the unanimous feeling that the growth of 
bigness is destroying the free market system of capitalism. None of these 
economists is ““‘anti-big business.” Among them are Dr. John K. Gal- 
braith of Harvard, Dr. Gardner Means, Dr. Edwin C. Nourse — all 
conservative voices who have usually supported big business theories. 
But the new conditions, being created by the centralization of most of the 
nation’s production in the hands of a few, were frankly appraised: (1) The 
top corporations now ignore marketing conditions that have traditionally 
governed prices and wages, and that still rule the average businessman 
and producer. (2) When profits have been exceptionally high and the 
demand for goods is going down, the oil, steel, auto, chemical and other 
industries have raised prices instead of lowering them to stimulate the 
market, as a free-market economy would require. (3) Price rises are 
erroneously blamed on higher wages. 

“ADMINISTRATION PRICING” is the new term coined by the 
economists to describe price rises and price fixing that ignore the normal 
market trends. One economist was brave enough to call this the “zone 
of indifference.” The example of oil and steel was gone into rather 
thoroughly. Oil corporations raised prices last winter after having raised 
their profits by an average of 18 per cent in 1956 and while oil surpluses 
were accumulating. This one unwarranted price boost will drain a billion 
dollars from the public in one year, according to economists. Steel cor- 
porations raised the prices an additional $6 per ton after a profit boost 
of 10 per cent last year over previous record-breaking years. U. S. Steel, 
which led the price boost, earned a net of 9.9 per cent on sales last year. 
(N. Y. Times, May 1.) This $6 steel price increase will cost the con- 
suming public $500 million annually. Thus oil and steel together have 
sharpened the teeth of inflation by a billion and a half dollars. 


DO HIGHER WAGES JUSTIFY THE PRICE RISES? Big busi- 
ness apologists continually press this charge. But economists reply that, 
if management would be content to hold the line, as President Eisen- 
hower has urged, they would then be in a position to ask labor also to 
hold the line. If profits should go down a little after the record-breaking 
years, prices might be lowered; and with cost of living pushed down, 
wages could be lowered — this as an alternative to blowing our economy 
up through the top. The labor unions have repeatedly shown that when they 
get a 5 per cent raise in wages, the corporations usually boost their prices 
7 or 8 per cent. The corporation spokesmen have never explained this 
record. Charges of collusion have been made by authoritative observers 
against both management and labor leaders in the larger industries, 
accusing them of getting together on wage and price boosts so both could 
gain at the expense of the consuming public. 

“THE ZONE OF INDIFFERENCE” remains the most apt and 
revealing diagnosis of a growing illness in our economy, an indifference 
to the moral obligation to society that devolves upon the leaders of busi- 
ness and labor. Much is being made — and justifiably — of the sordid 
story of labor rackets which run into the millions. But what about the 
oil corporations which pilfer a billion dollars from the public in one year 
—and steel, its millions, after admittedly garnering the highest profits 
on record, year after year? 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY makes big business inevitable 
and desirable. We can’t make autos, tractors or even shoes for 170 million 
people without “big” business. Likewise the weakness and evils in this 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Birth of A Nation 


Another Asian nation has come 
into being with the independence of 
the Federation of Malayan States. 
The Federation consists of an area 
slightly larger than the state of 
Pennsylvania, with a population of 
7 million, of whom about 50 per 
cent are Malayan, 40 per cent 
Chinese, 10 per cent Indian or 
Pakistani. Singapore remains out- 
side the Federation but is expected 
to be included at a later date. 

The multi-racial population 
makes Malaya a unique experiment 
in citizenship, for with nearly half 
the population Chinese, there has 
been a strong demand for dual 
citizenship. 

The Chinese in Malaya still cling 
to their ancestral customs and 
loyalties, although the majority have 
been residents of Malaya for two 
or three generations. Most of the 
Malayan Chinese are not Com- 
munists, but they are very proud 
of China’s new strength and are 
inclined to consider the present 
Red dictatorship but a temporary 
phase of China’s rebirth. Therefore, 
many vehemently demanded the 
right to maintain dual citizenship — 
in both China and Malaya. The 
final victory of the Alliance party, 
however, established a single citi- 
zenship and a single loyalty. The 
Chinese are conforming politically, 
but it is widely accepted that a 
dual culture will remain. 

Malaya represents another ex- 
periment in the adjustment of 
two racial cultures living side by 
side under democratic privileges. 
Many other countries are also 
working out this same problem: In- 
dia and Pakistan with their Hindu- 
Moslem communities; France which 
is attempting to integrate the North 
African population of Algeria into 
full French citizenship; Burma with 
its complex of Burmese-Karen-Ka- 
chin populations; the U. S. with 16 
million Negroes. 

Malaya is a rich country that is 
particularly important to the rest 
of the world because it is the 
greatest producer of rubber and 
tin. The new prime minister, Tunku 
Abdul Rahman, is neither pro- 
Communist nor pro-West but 
follows the increasing trend among 
Asian-African countries in a neu- 
tral position between the Com- 
munist and Western orbits. 


Who’s Civilized? 

In a Saturday Evening Post ar- 
ticle, “The Thirteen Weeks of the 
U. S. S. Princeton,” which empha- 
sizes the effectiveness of close air 
support of ground operations, the 
following statement appears, “By 
close air support, the Princeton 
boys mean planting napalm fire 
bombs smack in the middle of the 
enemy troops, 60 yards ahead of 


our own front lines, at the point 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Who’s Civilized? 

(continued) 
designated from a front line fox- 
hole. This takes a bit of organizing 
and overhead, but the infantrymen 
love it. It fries the Communists 
medium rare, and takes the chill 
off the wintry air for our own 
boys.” 

What would be the reaction in 
this country if Chinese or Soviet 
publications used such phraseology? 
One of the great barriers to peace 
in the world is the poison constantly 
filtering into the public mind from 
the Pentagon's system of “condi- 
tioning” the American youth for 
military service, on the theory that 
“To be a fighting aman, you’ve got 
to hate.” The world’s most prim- 
itive societies could hardly match 
what this system produces for mor- 
onic vulgarism. American publica- 
tions containing such material (usu- 
ally, as in the case above, with 
racial overtones) are widely read 
in Asia and Africa. The harm to 
America’s position is incalculable. 


MAN OF STATURE: The most 
effective and difficult diplomatic 
service in our generation has prob- 
ably been rendered by Dr. Ralph J. 
Bunche, United Nations negotiator 
and special UN mediator between 
the Arabs and Israel. As Undersec- 
retary General, he has the highest 
UN job ever held by an American. 
For ten years Dr. Bunche has gone 
back and forth between the centers 
of hatred and growing violence, and 
has achieved an unparalleled record 
in maintaining respect and winning 
cooperation from all parties. 

Most diplomats eventually be- 
come identified with one side or 
another and thus become persona 
non grata in the opposing camp. 
Because Dr. Bunche is an American 
Negro, he is able to move among 
the Oriental people of the Mideast 
with friendliness and with an accep- 
tance that few white diplomats have 
ever approached. A recipient of the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1950, his pres- 
tige now is very great, although ra- 
cial prejudice in America has pre- 
vented his being used by our State 
Department in capacities commen- 
surate with his abilities. His name 
is often mentioned in connection 
with new Department projects. 

Because he has demonstrated far 
more skill than John Foster Dulles 
and is a much younger man, there 
is a strong feeling in U. S. diplo- 
matic circles that Dr. Bunche should 
head our State Department. This 
would of course be unacceptable to 
Southern politicians, hence would 
never be approved by the Senate. 
Yet Dr. Bunche continues to serve 
not only his country but the cause 
of peace — and to serve in a hum- 
ble effective manner that continual- 
ly adds to the pyramid of honor and 
prestige he has gained for his coun- 
try and for his people. 





X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


system will be in proportion, just as the A-bomb makes the problem of 
violence more dramatic and astronomic than a musket. 


Public reaction, when finally stirred, will bring legal controls over 
wages, prices and profits. Government boards will examine corpora- 
tions books — now sacrosanct —and advise what wages to pay, what 
prices to charge, what profits can be kept. We will be lucky if things 
go no further, for another depression growing out of the present “Zone 
of Indifference” could bring something much worse. But this is what 
Nikita Khrushchev meant by saying that socialism would displace “free 
enterprise” as it is known today. Wise men have long warned us that 
men are ruled by the spirit of God from within or by tyrants from 
without. It is this moral law that is creeping up on us, and not socialism. 


HE PROGRESS OF HUMAN SOCIETY pivots between the longing 

for security and the hunger for freedom. In the West, as mounting 
populations, shrinking resources and the growing complexities of in- 
dustrialization make the problem of personal security more acute, men 
willingly barter bits of freedom for more security: In the Communist 
East, where newly awakened populations gave up their freedoms in a 
frantic lunge towards economic security out of centuries of poverty, they 
are battling the proletarian dictatorships that have guaranteed them bread 
in exchange for freedom. These are the counterbalancing forces that will 
govern relations between East and West in the years ahead. 

THE DEMAND FOR FREEDOM has created immense stress 
behind the Iron Curtain, so much so that further attempts to expand the 
Communist empire by war or concentrated subversion has become im- 
possible for the Kremlin. The exception would be where political vacuums 
exist alongside such social corruption that the Communist revolutionary 
technique appears to be the only path of deliverance to an impoverished 
and desperate populace. The demand for more freedom has brought 
everything to a standstill inside the political arena of the Soviet empire. 
The struggle within the Kremlin leadership centers on this problem, on 
how to keep the Marxist revolution intact while loosening the lines 
wherever the controls reach the breaking point. This has created an en- 
largening sense of instability and fragility within the party machinery. 

THE MOST STABLE FORCE IN RUSSIA is the Russian Army, 
for the Army constantly renews itself with fresh blood from the people. 
Moreover the Army is led by men who became popular heroes and rose 
to leadership during the struggle to drive the Nazis out of Russia. None 
of the Communist leaders enjoys the popularity of Marshall Zhukov, 
Koniev and Russokovsky. Therefore the party leaders, manuevering 
against each other for positions of power, gravitate towards the Army 
leaders for support. That’s where Khrushchev is now and he got there by 
making compromises with the Army leaders who represent far more truly 
than the politicos the enduring national sentiments of the people. Through- 
out history armies have stood for nationalism. The Red Army chiefs may 
be members of the revolutionary Communist party, but to them the 
revolution is secondary. 

THE INFLUENCE OF THE SOVIET ARMY, ironically, will 
be towards peace if U. S. military extremism is curbed. The Russian 
military react to the U. S. bombing bases close to Russia’s frontiers just 
as we would if Red bases were in Cuba, Mexico or Nova Scotia. Eisen- 
hower and Zhukov discussed frankly the utter insanity of atomic war 
at Geneva in 1955; thus, while Zhukov reacts strongly to threats against 
the Soviet frontiers, diplomats believe his growing influence is on the side 
of peace and traditional Russian nationalism rather than the fanaticism 
of the Red revolution. 

KHRUSHCHEV’S PERSONALITY assures continued tension 
and strife within the Red dictatorship. He is building himself up for 
a fall, making blatant promises of overtaking American production 
which the Soviet cannot possibly fulfill. These promises are an effort 
to ease the discontent of the people, especially the youth. But what will 
happen in four or five years when Russians are still poorly housed and 
poorly fed? 

THE REBELLION OF YOUTH is evident everywhere behind 
the Iron Curtain, mostly under the surface to be sure, due to disciplin- 
ary controls. But the rebellion of youth is the beginning of the end. Uni- 
versity students in China have been riotously outspoken, and, remem- 
ber, the youth of Hungary led the freedom revolt. No oppression can 
keep rebellion in the heart of youth from maturing eventually into full- 
scale political upheaval. The Red tyrants are old men. They know 
they face an inevitable, irresistible tide, behind which the God they 


deny is moving. 


Safety vs. Speed 

With the announcement by auto- 
mobile manufacturers that the in- 
dustry’s advertising will de-emphasize 
speed and power and will, instead, 
accent the need for useful and de- 
pendable transportation, American 
industry indicates its willingness to 
assume more responsibility for one 
of the most distressing trends in 
our modern society. 

For years the National Safety 
Council, and other organizations 
concerned with the problem of 
slaughter on the American high- 
ways, have pled with the manufac- 
turers for such a change in policy. 
Year after year, however, auto ad- 
vertising has played up competitive 
speed, fast get-away and hill climb- 
ing tests, overselling power and speed 
which encourages reckless driving 
and underselling safety. From 
now on auto ads will speak of com- 
fortable, safe and dependable trans- 
portation. You can encourage this 
reform by telling your auto dealer 
that, in buying a new car, you will 
be looking for the one that is adver- 
tised with intelligence and con- 
science, stressing the really impor- 
tant qualities you want in a car. 


TV and Crime 


Will this move by the auto manu- 
facturers promote an awakened con- 
science in other industries? 

The whole world has_ been 
shocked by the constant and in- 
creasing stream of news about mur- 
der and violent sex crimes in Amer- 
ican communities and families. In 
case after case, otherwise normal- 
appearing children, teen-agers and 
adults have suddenly killed near-rel- 
atives or committed other shocking 
crimes. A “normal” boy of twelve 
killed his mother and sister. When 
questioned, he said “I just had the 
feeling I must do some shooting.” A 
young mother who killed her three 
children told the police, “I saw no 
future for them, so decided I would 
save them from all these troubles.” 
Within a few weeks three youths 
of good background in one metro- 
politan area committed sex murders, 
with seemingly no explanation for 
the sudden deflections. The list is 
endless. Psychologists, police and 
community officials, church and 
school leaders believe unanimously 
that the steady diet of violence, in 
our TV programs, along with an 
overemphasis on sex, is having a 
large part in stimulating such trends. 
In the drive for audience rating, TV 
management has found that vio- 
lence and sex have the biggest pull. 

Will this crisis arouse a new sense 
of responsibility on the part of TV 
management? Apparently not until 
it is forced upon them. Postcards 
and telephone calls, along with or- 
ganized group action encouraging a 
boycott of those products that sup- 
port such programs, will hasten 
the awakening. 








